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Although it was in the wee small hours of the morning, people lined SH 3 and NASA 
1 to watch the Apollo 11 astronauts return to the Manned Spacecraft Center. 


Where Are You Going, Sir? 


Early one morning last July three 
men, sealed in a gleaming trailer 
mounted on the bed of a large tractor- 
trailer, moved down State Highway 3 
south of Houston. If the Texas High- 
way Department had been making an 
origin-destination survey at the time, 
the conversation might have gone 
something like this. 


“Good morning, sir. We’re making 


a traffic survey and Id like to ask 
your cooperation.” 

“All right. Shoot.” 

“Where are you coming from?” 

“The moon.” 

“Is that Moon, Texas?” 

“No. The moon, as in Shine On, 
Harvestes .@ 

“T see. Well, what part of the moon 
are you coming from?” 

“The Sea of Tranquility.” 


al 


oe ae 


“And how many miles have you 


traveled, sir?” 

“Oh, I'd say about half a million, 
give or take a few thousand miles.” 

“Where are you going now?” 

“We're going right down old State 
Highway 3 here to the Manned Space- 
craft Center at Clear Lake. Incidental- 
ly, your highway here is as smooth as 
zero gravity.” 

“Thank you, sir. And thanks for 


your cooperation, I guess.” 

That could have been the way it 
happened on the way to the spacecraft 
center. 

Although the moon-walking astro- 
nauts had just returned from the most 
historic, fantastic, and glamorous trip 
that man has ever made, their last 
few miles were made over a Texas 
highway. No other origin-destination 
survey can make that claim. 


Photograph courtesy Associated Press 
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About Our Cover 

On a clear day you can see forever—or at least 75 miles 
west into New Mexico. This incomparable view is typical of 
the breathtaking scenery travelers are treated to on the 
Transmountain Loop north of El Paso. The photograph was 
made by Jack Lewis at Smuggler’s Gap, the highest point 
(5,250 feet) on the four-lane divided highway that links 
the northeast part of the city with the northwest part. 
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It’s fall, and a young man’s fancy turns to—hunting, 
especially when the day is clear and crisp. Here two stalwarts 
saunter along a leaf-strewn path in the East Texas woods 
near Hemphill. —Photograph by Jack Lewis 


Maintenance Conferences 


here is an old saying among high- 

way engineers that a man who 
designs a road or bridge should have 
to build it. 

Archie Sherrod, chief engineer of 
Maintenance Operations Division, re- 
cently enlarged upon the old saying. 
Speaking at the regional maintenance 
conference in Paris in September, Sher- 
rod told maintenance engineers, “Any 
man who designs a road should have to 
build it—then maintain it for five years. 
I believe we’d have better road design.” 

The observation was made at each 


of the three regional maintenance con- 
ferences this year—in Pharr, in Wichita 
Falls, and in Paris. District mainte- 
nance engineers from throughout the 
state met for two days to discuss their 
problems, many of which concerned 
highway design—too slick pavements, 
cracking bridge decks, blowouts in con- 
crete pavements, mud-jacking, and 
failures where water collects under the 
pavement. 

Of the latter problem, Sherrod said 
drains should be included in the orig- 
inal highway design to prevent water 


from running under the pavement. As 
it is now, maintenance has to add the 
drains—a costlier process than if they 
are included in the original design. 

In Wichita Falls, L. B. Dean said 
the maintenance man is the Highway 
Department to the public. 

“You’re the ones people come to 
when they have a complaint. They 
don’t go to the design engineers. We 
must keep doing a good job to keep 
the public trust.” 

In addition to the usual discussions 
about highway problems such as 


SAM COX, host in District 
21..... classes for radio op- 
erators and bridge inspectors 


PICK ’EM UP, LAY ’EM DOWN— 
Maintenance men_ from seven 
southern districts of the state watch 
a demonstration of Equipment and 
Procurement Division’s new traffic 
cone retriever and dispenser. 


RAY BROWN, Maintenance Operations 
.... we have to meet the challenge 


MORE TRAINING PROGRAMS— 
Archie Sherrod, Maintenance Oper- 
ations Division; Jim Doss, District 
12; C. H. Brown and J. P. Fuller, 
District 20, discuss the need for 
training programs for all mainte- 
nance personnel. 


cement stabilized base, lime stabilized 
base, slurry seal, and patching, the 
maintenance leaders discussed the new 
mowing standards, a 40-hour week, 
training programs, comfort station 
problems, signing and _barricading, 
trash disposal, and accounting. 

At the first meeting on September 9 
in Pharr, Sherrod warned that the dis- 
tricts should try to have their signs 
and barricades ready by January 1 
when the torts claim act becomes law. 
The new law will allow a person to 
sue the state for bodily injury damages 
resulting from any kind of accident in- 
volving the state. 

Sherrod said the new mowing 
standards were designed to help hold 
the rising mowing costs and to im- 
prove vegetation. Generally, the new 
policy calls for full width mowing of 
right of way only once a year (where 
rainfall is average), and strip mowing 
up to 15 feet from the edge of the 
pavement for the rest of the year. There 
are, however, exceptions to these two 
rules. Sherrod said the new policy will 
be to mow what needs to be mowed— 
and nothing more. 

Mowing now accounts for 15 per 
cent of the total maintenance budget. 
Sherrod said projected figures indicate 
the maintenance budget will be $125 
million by 1975, which will mean a 
tremendous jump in mowing costs if 
the line is not held. 

Only a few districts took exception 
to the new mowing policy. James Doss, 
maintenance construction superintend- 
ent from Houston, said he did not 
think the new policy would work in the 
Houston area because of high land 
values and the appearance of land 
abutting highway right of way. Other 
maintenance engineers voiced similar 
opinions. 

“T just don’t think the people will 
allow us to get away with it.” 

One of the exceptions to the new 
policy allows right of way to be mowed 
“consistent with the appearance of 
abutting property.” 

Ray Brown of Maintenance Opera- 
tions and co-moderator for the con- 


Regional Maintenance Conferences 


ferences called it the “new look” 
mowing. But, he added, the Depart- 
ment must still maintain a neat look 
around signs. 

The mowing procedures represent 
little change for the West Texas dis- 
tricts. Conferees at the Wichita Falls 
meeting were told it is not necessary 
to mow the back slopes on cuts. Most 
of the maintenance men at the meeting 
in Paris welcomed the mowing changes, 
but wondered if the public will accept 
them. 

At all three conferences the men 
were emphatic that there should be 


more schooling for all their employees. 

Sherrod said there is a growing need 
for employee training programs, such 
as the supervisory and communications 
schools held for all maintenance sec- 
tions throughout the state. He said 
Maintenance Operations Division is 
placing a greater emphasis on train- 
ing programs. 

C. H. Brown of Beaumont requested 
that the Department conduct an equip- 
ment operator’s school rather than the 
preventive maintenance school that 
has been given to all maintenance sec- 
tions. 
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“There is a real need for equip- 
ment operators, and right now they 
have to be trained on the job,” Brown 
pointed out. “Usually the newer em- 
ployees have to work with the experi- 
enced men to learn how to operate 
the equipment.” 

Brown said there is also a definite 
need for office personnel training be- 
cause their jobs have changed so 
drastically in the last few years, mainly 
because of computer systems. Brown 
said there is a high rate of turnover in 
office personnel. Sam Cox of Pharr 
said the District 21 accountant wrote a 
manual for maintenance office person- 
nel and held a school for them. He 
said his district has also conducted 


classes for radio operators. And this 
winter there will be three more schools: 


Conferees in Wichita Falls trav- bridge inspection, patching, and plan 
eled north on the Red River Ex- reading. 

pressway to watch snowplow- : 
' YO spe ee proof reflector buttons being Bobby Evans of San Angelo said 
ewe) fee ei placed (far left). Two grooves the supervisory training courses had 


are sawed in the concrete pave- helped to develop the assistant fore- 
ment, epoxy is metered into the 


grooves, and then the Stimsonite men and crew chiefs. He hhas now ar- 
button is pushed into place (left). ranged to tailor a course just for crew 
chiefs. 4 


“Our foremen report they are getting 
twice as much work out of their crews 
since they assigned crew chiefs and laid 
out work schedules,” said Evans. Main- 
tenance Engineer Al Jennings said that 
in District 7 each Friday the foremen 
submit forms outlining the following 
week’s work. This assures a continuous 

IRL LARRIMORE, Maintenance operation in case the foreman is sick 

Operations ... he keeps tabs on or absent. The form also contains a list 

mowing costs of things the foreman will have his 
men do during inclement weather. 

Ray Brown concurred with the en- 
gineers about the need for more train- 
ing programs for Department main- 
tenance personnel. 

“We're going to have to do more 
with the number of people we now 
have,” Brown told the group in Pharr. 
“Tt’s a real challenge—and we have to 
meet this challenge.” 

AL JENNINGS, District 7 Probably the most far-reaching idea 
-«« tavOrs 40-hour week was proposed at the Wichita Falls con- 
ference. Al Jennings said maintenance 
men should work 40 hours a week in- 
stead of the 45 hours they now work. 
He said his men often work next door 
to a resident engineer’s office where 
the men work 40 hours a week. 
“Our men are treated like second 
class citizens,” he said. ““We need to 
improve their working conditions.” (In- 
cidentally, Jennings was instrumental 
in getting maintenance titles changed.) 
All the maintenance engineers agreed. 
One man said T.P.E.A. members in his 
area voted against a proposed time- 
and-a-half wage and opted instead for 
40 hours a week. All agreed they could 
get as much work from their men— 
and that increased morale and ef- 
ficiency would result. 
The proposed 40-hour week was not 
discussed at other regional conferences. 


Regional Maintenance Conferences 


Jennings also wanted to know what 
the Department was doing about re- 
cruiting and training. 

“T don’t know of any organization 
the size of the Highway Department 
that doesn’t have a recruiting and train- 
ing program,” Jennings told the group. 
Jennings was told the Department has 
no plans at this time for such a pro- 
gram. Jennings said a 40-hour week 
would be a great aid in recruiting new 
men. 

Chester Hudlow of Insurance Divi- 
sion showed a film about maintenance 
barricade trailers and slides of several 
sign stand designs. Sign stands designed 
and built in District 7 (See Texas High- 


ways, July 1969) were displayed at 
the conferences. Joe McDowell showed 
his stand design at the Paris meeting. 
Most districts are looking for a stand 
that can be easily transported and set 
up. 

Districts are rushing to make the new 
signs and barricades by January 1 
when the torts claim act becomes law. 
Warning signs will be bigger and 
mounted higher. Bright, fluorescent 
flags will top them, and barricades will 
have flashing lights (See Texas High- 
ways, November 1968). With all these 
things, plus a flagman, a motorist 
should realize he is entering a main- 
tenance work zone. 


Al McKee of Abilene said his men 
feel much safer behind the new signs 
and barricades and have expressed ap- 
preciation for them. 

In connection with the new safety 
standards, David Herrington, equip- 
ment troubleshooter for Equipment 
and Procurement Division, discussed 
three new pieces of equipment avail- 
able through the division—a traffic 
cone retriever and dispenser, a roll- 
back, tilt-bed truck, and the “world’s 
safest tractor.” The conferees watched 
equipment demonstrations behind the 
district headquarters buildings. After 
watching the cone retriever in action, 
Herrington said the division will soon 
have one that will handle cones from 
both sides. 

There was a lot of discussion about 


FRANK RAGLAND, District 3 
. synthetic aggregate is the cure for 
slick pavements 


Maintenance men inspect a roll-back, tilt- 
bed truck at the Paris conference. The 
truck can be used to haul loaders, mowers, 
tractors, or a broken down piece of equip- 
ment to be hauled to the district shops. 


"JOE McDOWELL, District 1... 
... all problems go back to design 


the use of synthetic aggregates to im- 
prove skid resistance on highway sur- 
faces. James Doss said District 12 had 
placed a section of asphaltic concrete 
using lightweight aggregate, but that 
it is too early to determine the results. 
Thus far the coefficient of friction is 
still high, Doss added. 

The high cost of synthetic aggregate 
has restricted its use on many Texas 
highways, although the material is ideal 
for skid resistance and the loose ag- 
gregate will not break a windshield if 
it is thrown into the path of a vehicle. 

“We are hopeful that new producers 
in Houston, San Antonio, Dallas, and 
Waco will help reduce the cost of this 
ageregate so we can use it,” Archie 
Sherrod said. “Right now the producers 
can’t stockpile the stuff because they 
don’t know what gradations we need.” 

Doss said his district hoped to use 
a maximum of %-inch aggregate 
(about 67 pounds per square yard), 
which will keep the cost down. 

District 15 has found that using a 
heater planer to “shave off knots” 


_ helps to improve pavement skid charac- 


teristics. All agreed that lightweight 
aggregates in seal coats are preferred. 
C. H. Brown said District 20 used the 


synthetic aggregate in one section of 


seal coat, and after three years the 
surface is still in good shape and the 
coefficient of friction is high. 

Frank Ragland of Wichita Falls said 
that lightweight aggregate is the cure 
for slick surfaces. Even if there is 
bleeding, said Ragland, as long as 
some of the aggregate is exposed, it 
will be a safe highway. But, he added, 
there should be some hardness test for 
the aggregate. 

Al Jennings was skeptical of results 
achieved with the skid test machine 
that is being used to test pavement 
slickness throughout the state. Jennings 
said that although the machine had 
indicated some surfaces in his dis- 
trict had a high coefficient of friction, 
he personally thought they were slick. 

Ray Brown said some accidents may 
be caused by hydroplaning and not 
necessarily slick pavements. 


“There are many factors that enter 
into these things, such as tire tread 
and pressure,” said Brown. “But when 
we find a slick surface, we have the 
responsibility to correct it as soon as 
possible.” 

The maintenance leaders said the 
cost of collecting and disposing of trash 
has become a large item in the main- 
tenance budget. Since the Department 
can no longer burn trash and limbs be- 
cause of the state’s new anti-pollution 
laws, districts must haul it to a city or 
county dump ground. In some areas, 
the districts have worked out an agree- 
ment whereby they can remove trash 
from highways in the city limits and 
the city will let them use the city 
dump. Many cities now charge a fee 
for each truck load of trash hauled to 
their dumps. However, there are some 
places where the Department collects 
trash inside the city limits, and the 
city charges a fee to dump it. 

There is also the growing problem 
of household garbage being dumped in 
the litter barrels along the highways. 
One district fights this problem by 
periodically removing the barrels. 
Another district moves them. Several 
districts have painted “automobile 
litter only” on the sides of the barrels. 

Sam Cox said they move barrels 
occasionally and his maintenance fore- 
men reported a 60 per cent reduction 
in household garbage. Jack Wilder of 
Austin said the problem was especially 
acute in the Highland Lakes area be- 
cause so many lakeside dwellers have 
no trash disposal facilities. He said 
people fill the litter barrels to over- 
flowing and then pile the stuff on the 
ground around them. 

Maintenance men in the three re- 
gions spent two days of intensive dis- 
cussions about their problems—from 
rebuilding the subgrade, base, and sur- 
face of highways to repairing bridge 
decks to caring for comfort stations. 
Maintenance Engineer Joe McDowell 
of Paris summed up most of their prob- 
blems. 

“TI guess all the problems go back to 
design.” 


A Fraulein in Paris* 


here is not much difference between German 
boys and American boys, says Pamela Maerker 
of Nuremburg, Germany. 

“Except the German boys have longer hair,” she 
adds. 

Pamela is a one-year Rotary exchange student 
living with her American “parents,” the Tom Hagoods 
of Paris, Texas. Tom is supervising traffic engineer at 
the district headquarters. 

When Hagood was president of the Paris Rotary 
Club last year, he and his wife became interested in 
the student exchange program. Since he, his wife, and 
daughter Nancy had all studied German, they sub- 
mitted a request for a German student. Within a few 
months the Rotary Club had found a “daughter” for 
them. 


Pamela arrived August 13 and the family took her 
on a sightseeing tour of Houston and Galveston before 
fall classes began. Incidentally, the Hagoods are used 
to girls—they have three daughters; two live away 
from home. 

In general, says Pamela, American students have a 
different attitude than German students. They are not 
as serious as the boys and girls in Germany. One of 
the reasons may be the intensive schooling. After the 
fourth grade, a student enters gymnasium, or high 
school. There are nine years of high school and every- 
one takes the same subjects six days a week. 

Pamela’s studies included such subjects as chemistry, 
physics, mathematics, two foreign languages (English 
is required), German grammar and speech, biology, 
geography, social knowledge, art, music, and sports. 


*Paris, Texas, that is 


TRY ON MY HAT, PODNER—Pamela shows ‘‘Father’’ Tom 
her old straw cowboy hat, as daughter Nancy checks the fit. 


Pamela found the hat while she was horseback riding, 
brought it home and washed it. 


“AVORITE DISH—Mrs. Hagood lets Pamela taste her latest batch of 
lo, a dish Pamela had never tasted before she came to America. 


IS IT ME? Pamela tilts her straw hat, try- 
ing to achieve the authentic cowgirl look. 


There are no electives, such as journalism. 

Lothar Maerker, Pamela’s father, is editor of the 
Nuremburg News and that is where she wants to work 
next year after she graduates from Paris High. This 
year she is studying journalism, speech, French, Eng- 
lish, and American history. She is an assistant to the 
German teacher. 

Nancy is also a senior this year and she provides a 
good transition between Pamela and her new parents. 
Since Nancy has completed two years of German, 
Pamela made her write to her parents in German. 
Pamela admitted later that her parents had a “little 
difficulty” understanding Nancy’s German. 

Pamela speaks English with only a slight accent. Al- 
though she had studied English for seven years, she 
had never had the opportunity to use it until she came 
to live with the Hagoods. Tom Hagood teased her 
that he could understand her better when she first ar- 
rived because she spoke slower. 

It did not take Pamela long to fall in love with 
hamburgers. Nancy says all Pam wants are hamburgers, 
fried onion rings, and Dr Peppers. 

“You know, she had never eaten Jello before,” 
said Mrs. Hagood. “She’s crazy about it, so I make 
some every day. No particular flavor, just plain Jello.” 

Dating is different in Germany, Pamela points out. 

“You really wouldn’t call it dating—not as you know 
it here. If you want to see a boy, you agree to meet 
him at a dance, a movie, or a cafe. You usually go with 
a group of girls and meet the boys there. Boys don’t 
have cars like they do here. And the girl always pays 
her own way.” 

There is at least one thing German youth agrees with 
American youth about, says Pamela, and that is the 
music. 

“The German boys and girls love American music. 
They call it ‘mysterious music.’ They like to study 
English so they can learn the words to the songs.” 

Pam says she likes Texas’ warm climate, the wide, 
wide country, and especially the horses and cattle. She 
loves horses and horseback riding. In Germany she 
had a weekend job as “coach girl” in a children’s 
riding park where she harnessed the horses and drove 
the coaches. 

Pamela has spent most of her life in Levis and 
slacks, a habit that created a slight problem when 
school started this fall. 

“TI had a hard time persuading her to wear a dress 
to school,” said Nancy. “She had always worn slacks 
or pants to class.” 

When Pamela returns to her homeland next 
she'll probably take with her an old straw ' ack- 
ages of Jello, and many Texas memor pecially. 
the Texas farewell: “Y’all come back.” @ 


Butch O’Dell, an engineering technician from San Antonio, got a special treat 
out of reading an article in a recent issue of the magazine about an old-timer’s 
life along the Lampasas River. O’Dell, who has been with the Highway Depart- 
ment for 13 years, was filled with nostalgia, and decided to write about some of 


hisown... 


hen the August issue of Texas Highways came 

out, I looked at the cover and said, “Gosh, that 
sure looks like the old Lampasas River at Ding Dong.” 
Then lo and behold, I turned the pages to the article, 
“Deep in the Heart of Texas,” and thought, “Gee, that 
man looks familiar.” 

I asked my dad when I got home if he knew an 
L. V. Duncan. He said, “Yeah, that is Vasco Dun- 
can.” He read the article and thoroughly enjoyed it. 

Then I gave Mr. Roy Fisher, a former blacksmith 
at Maxdale, an extra copy, and he was just tickled 
pink. He said, “The deuce! Of all the people in Texas, 
and they pick somebody I know.” 

Your article on Mr. Duncan brought back many 
pleasant childhood memories to me. Two of my 
cousins and I were born just up the road on the old 
Jeff Ellis place, and we were reared across the Lam- 
pasas River from Mr. Duncan. 

As a child I walked across that old Maxdale bridge 
many times. One thing’s for sure—your opening state- 
ment in the article is certainly true: “As you cross 
the bridge—it’s as if being transported through a tun- 
nel of time—to another world.” I can only add this: 
—to another world. A world of peace and serenity. 

I can vouch for the fact that the old Lampasas River 
can go on a rampage. Once it started raining after we 
got to school and by the time school let out the old 
Lampasas was out of her banks. We had to wade in 
floodwaters up to our waists to get to the bridge. The 
bridge over the river was still above the water, but 
just barely. Old logs and trash were already building 
up on the upstream side. Once we got on the bridge 
we had to stop and watch the floodwaters. You know 
how kids will do. We never worried about the bridge 
washing out. 

I couldn’t help but notice how fast the water was 
flowing and thought about throwing something in on 
the upstream side and running across the bridge to 
the downstream side to see how long it would take. 
In those days all the boys wore old aviator caps that 
had goggles on them, and mine was my most precious 
possession. For some unknown reason, I took my 


Escapades on the 


aviator cap off and threw it in the river and boy did it 
disappear. 

One of my older cousins told me, “Bubba, your 
mother is gonna tan your hide if yqu don’t get that 
cap back.” Well sir, it scared me so I jumped in the 
floodwater to get my cap. My cousins grabbed me just 
in time. And you know, my parents never knew how 
that cap disappeared until I was grown. 

Another of my cousins lived down the river near 
Mills Creek, and quite often on Friday after school we 
would walk down to the river and find an old log to 
float down to his house. This same cousin, Robert 
Dean O'Dell, and I used to get our horses and find 
a bluff where we would make the horses jump into the 
river with us on them. If our dads had known, we 
probably wouldn’t be here today. And you know, to 
this day I still can’t swim a lick. 

Pll tell you something else. The old Lampasas River 
had more great big catfish in it than all the other 
rivers put together. It was nothing to catch a couple 
of 30-pounders. It was a natural place for catfish be- 
cause of the gravel bottom. 

I can remember when we didn’t have electricity. We 
had an old “cooler” which had shelves for food. We 
hung cloth around it and put ice on the top shelf. As 
the ice melted, it wet the cloth and kept the food cool 
inside. Then the R.E.A. came through with electricity. 
But my mother still cooked on our old wood stove 
and washed clothes on a rub board using lye soap 
we made. 

y parents taught me the ABC’s and how to write 

before I ever went to school. I started school at 
Maxdale School which had only one teacher and one 
room for six grades. And [ll tell you one thing, that 
teacher was our second mother. She didn’t think twice 
about giving us a spanking. Some of us got more than 
our share, but it didn’t hurt us one bit. We probably 
deserved more. 

I remember it was my chore during the summer 
months to get the mail. It was easy to tell when the 
mailman was coming. You could see his dust coming 
down the road. Not only that, you could hear a country 


Lampasas 


mile. It’s not near as noisy as it is in town. Sometimes 
I would walk to the mailbox early and wait because 
the mailman had an old Victrola record player in the 
back seat. I loved to hear hillbilly music and still do. 

But soon our community of Maxdale began to grow 
and the mailman stopped because we got our own post 
office. Yes, Maxdale used to be on the road maps. We 
had our own road commissioners, school board, general 
store (two of them), service stations, and even a black- 


smith. 
The inhabitants of that community were hardwork- 


ing, churchgoing people. When a neighbor needed help, & 1 es a ea Fara) 
there was an overabundance of volunteers. There were’ Pf coee ON Way 
hard times, but we never went hungry. 

y parents never worried about my sister and I 

walking away from the house. We had an old 
droop-jawed bulldog named Ross that went every- 
where we kids did. Or was it the other way around? 
We went where ole Ross wanted us to go. I never 
feared snakes. I don’t know how many ole Ross killed. 
Stray dogs didn’t dare come on our place. Ole Ross 
would kill them if they even looked like they were 
gonna hurt us. He could take down a full-grown bull. 
I saw him do it. 

Ole Ross finally had to be shot, because one week- 
end the community of Maxdale had a graveyard clean- 
ing and mother left us kids at home—guarded by ole 
Ross. Well, sure enough, a stray dog came in our 
gate. I had to go see if he was friendly. It was a rabid 
dog. Ole Ross jumped on him and eventually killed it, 
but got bit himself and caught the rabies. He never 
bit any of us. Dad didn’t have the heart to shoot him 
and finally talked my uncle into dragging the dog 
off and killing him. 

In 1942 Camp Hood came into being. We sold out 
and moved to San Antonio with Roy Fisher and his 
family. Mr. Fisher lives across the street from my dad, 
and he and dad can tell plenty of interesting stories 
about the Maxdale community. 

Thank you so much for bringing back to mind the 
world I was brought up in—“Deep in the Heart of 
Texas.” 


; aue me, 
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We Stand a Little Taller 


“In honoring me as part of High- 
way Week in Texas, I feel you are 
really honoring the 18,000 em- 
ployees of the Highway Depart- 
ment,” State Highway Engineer J. 
C. Dingwall told more than 200 per- 
sons from 22 Texas towns who 
gathered in Comanche on September 
23—‘“James C. Dingwall Day”—to 
pay tribute to the native son. 

The appearance of the state high- 
way engineer in his hometown was 
one of 30 made by Dingwall, mem- 
bers of the Texas Highway Commis- 
sion, and officials of the Texas 
Highway Department during High- 
way Week, September 21-27. The 
event is sponsored each year by the 
Texas Good Roads Association. 

These appearances, including 
speeches before civic groups as well 
as highway dedications and ribbon 
cuttings, received extensive press 
coverage and afforded highway of- 
ficials an opportunity to meet local 


citizens. Many of the local meet- 
ings generated feature stories and 
photographs as well as news stories. 
Open houses and guided tours at 
district offices and _ residencies 
throughout the state generated ad- 
ditional interest and press coverage. 
On “Dingwall Day” in District 
23, Dingwall and his wife were given 
a silver chafing dish by the chamber 
of commerce. The Abilene Re- 
porter-News said, “Dingwall was 
lauded for outstanding service as a 
public servant and as an outstanding 
man in every respect... . The audi- 
ence applauded Dingwall when he 
pointed out to the senators present 
that all of the 69,000 miles of high- 
way in Texas were paid for. ‘And 
this had been done with the lowest 
gasoline tax in America,’ he said. 
“Dingwall was introduced by Gale 
Dudley, who told the audience he 
had known Dingwall all his life— 
‘From east ward school on up to the 


top job in America in his profes- 
sion.’ ” 


The following day Dingwall spoke 
to the Brownwood Rotary Club at 
noon. Before speaking to the club, 
Dingwall visited with District En- 
gineer E. M. Pritchard. In an inter- 
view there, Dingwall referred to the 
federal cut in construction spending. 


“Tf the cutback in spending even- 
tually includes the highway field, it 
will be damaging as far as getting 
roads built. But it won’t mean we'll 
have people out of work because 
we'll shift them to other jobs we 
have been putting off.” 


In a proclamation, Mayor W. T. 
Harlow praised Pritchard and _ his 
staff for having “served this district 
faithfully for the past nine years with 
excellence and concern for each 
community.” 


Other districts were also busy 
during Highway Week. Here are 


Models of highway projects for the Austin area were displayed in four local banks 
during Highway Week. Here a bank official shows two interested Austinites how 
it’s going to be.’ 


Y’ALL COME—tThe public 
was invited during Highway 
Week to tour the new main- 
tenance facilities at Pampa. 
The new facilities will house 
11 trucks, eight snow 
plows, a shop, service sta- 
tion, and storage areas, 
offices, and washrooms. 
Present for the occasion, 
from left, are Richard Cran- 
dall, assistant district en- 
gineer; Gordon Taylor, 
maintenance construction 
foreman; Charles W. Smith, 
district engineer; andTom R. 
Kelley, resident engineer. 


“Dingwall Day” inspired old friends to write letters. One received by 
the chamber of commerce was run in the Comanche Chief: “I was born 
and reared in Comanche, and well remember the Dingwall family... . Mr. 
Dingwall Sr. and my father, G. P. Wetzel, worked together for many 
years. They were good friends and neighbors always. They attended the 
same church and school. 

“T have a son, Frank Geron, with the Highway Department in Houston, 


who puts Collin (J. C. Dingwall) at the top of the list—a perfect gentleman... 


“T salute him as a son of a wonderful father and mother, and he well 
deserves the honor you bestow upon him this ‘James C. Dingwall Day: 
It was signed by Mrs. Nettie Wetzel Shannon of Arlington. 


999 


some of the highlights for ‘our’ 
special week. 


DISTRICT 1 


Despite the rain, some 300 per- 
sons attended ribbon cutting cere- 
monies on September 22 for com- 
pletion of a new section of US 75 
from Durant, Oklahoma, to Dallas 
at the Grayson and Collin County 
line between Districts 1 and 18. 
Highway Commission Chairman De- 
witt Greer, along with state and 
local officials, snipped a ribbon. On 
Friday Greer addressed the Paris 
Rotary Club and told members: 
“Texas has the finest highway de- 
partment I know of. The integrity 
of the Department is not due to its 
leaders. It belongs to the people 
who work for the Department.” 
Texas Good Roads Association’s 
David Ford accompanied Greer. 
District Engineer J. W. Cravens ad- 
dressed the Ladonia Lions Club 
during the week and discussed high- 
way progress in the area. 


DISTRICT 2 


DE R. W. Crook and District 3 
Engineer L. B. Dean, along with 
District 2 Maintenance Engineer 
B. E. Davis, were speakers at a 
Highway Week luncheon in Jacks- 
boro. Local Maintenance Foreman 
Bob Stalcup also attended the 
luncheon. 

“We want to build roads, make 
improvements, and serve the pub- 
lic,” Crook said. “We appreciate 
local support and urge continued 
citizen interest in highways.” Dean 
told the group that better highways 
bring better living, and added that 
a town in his area was unique in 
that it had asked for a loop to by- 
pass the downtown area. 

Highway Commissioner Garrett 
Morris and four district engineers 
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We Stand a Little Taller 


were honored at a Highway Week 
banquet in Fort Worth on Septem- 
ber 25. Those honored included 
R. W. Crook, Elton B. Evans, 
Waco; E. M. Pritchard, Brownwood; 
and John Keller of Dallas, who was 
unable to attend the dinner. Morris 
said he felt the change in the national 
program in 1975 would be an ef- 
fort to better arterial routes within 
the cities. Discussing a proposed 
mass rapid transit system, Morris 
said highway men are not against it. 
“We are for such a system because 
it is important. We and those of the 
mass transit system part company 
only when they start talking about 
cutting highway funds.” 


DISTRICT 3 


Garrett Morris spoke to break- 
fast and luncheon groups in Wichita 
Falls, saying, “The demand for 
good roads is high and we in the 
Texas Highway Department could 
use five dollars for each dollar we 
spend.” He praised the Texas Good 
Roads Association for its “watch- 
dog service” in keeping the history 
of Texas road building virtually free 
of scandal that has racked other 
states from time to time. L. B. Dean 
spoke of the progress in completing 
sections of four lanes on US 287 
from Fort Worth through the Texas 
Panhandle, and citéd the recent 
favorable vote in Bowie as a major 
step in completing the route in the 
next few years. 

In an editorial, the Wichita Falls 
Record News said: “In saluting the 
highway system in this state, we 


should note that the benefits of 
adequate highways offset their cost 
through reduced accident and 
driving expenses, time savings, en- 
hancement of property values, and 
encouragement of industrial, com- 
mercial, and residential develop- 
ment.” 


DISTRICT 4 


At an Amarillo Chamber of Com- 
merce luncheon, Garrett Morris said 
that “certain detractors” are trying 
to steal direly needed highway funds 
for other programs. “I have no 
quarrel with these people. I just 
want them to go get their own 
money.” Morris named the U. S. 
Department of Transportation and 
advocates of mass rapid transit as 
two of the major detractors who 
have designs on highway user funds. 
He said as the newest member of 
the Highway Commission he felt 
he could be objective—that the 
Texas highway system is the best in 
the world. 

“We enjoy this enviable position 
because of the dedication of men 
like Chili Smith (DE in Amarillo). 
You are the people who are respon- 
sible for the future growth of the 
Texas highway system. I hope you 
exercise fully your responsibility. 
Don’t let anyone take this needed 
element out of our modern way of 
bic. 


DISTRICT 5 


More than 500 persons from 46 
Rotary clubs in the Panhandle and 


South Plains attended a luncheon © 
for Garrett Morris, sponsored by the 
Downtown Lubbock Rotary Club, 
the 47th year the event has been 
held. Morris said that last July as 
the astronauts left the moon they re- 
marked, “We’re on our way home 
right down US 1.” 

“If anyone ever was looking for 
the right way home, it was Neil 
Armstrong and his fellow astronaut, 
Buzz Aldrin, when they were on 
their way to earth,” Morris said, 
pointing out the astronaut’s use of 
the word “highway” from outer 
space. 

There were several TV and radio 
spot announcements about Highway 
Week, and television coverage of 
Morris’ arrival. Morris’ speech to 
the Rotarians prompted the local 
newspaper to editorialize: “Not only 
on ‘Highway Week,’ but throughout 
every other week in every year, 
Texans are privileged—and, we be- 
lieve justly proud—to look upon 
their State Highway Department as 
something ‘extra special’ in public 
service. 

“Its accomplishments are plain 
for all to see.” 


DISTRICT 6 


The Midland Chamber of Com- 
merce passed a resolution saluting 
the Texas Highway Commission and 
the Texas Highway Department “for 
continuing efforts in providing ex- 
cellent highway facilities throughout 
the state and in the Midland area.” 
Midland Reporter-Telegram editor 
Bill Collyns called for the resolu- 
tion. 

The Fort Stockton Pioneer said: 
“Texans today enjoy the better 
living that only one of the finest 
highway systems in the world can 
bring... . A grass roots organiza- 
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~ WELCOME—Texas Highway Commissioner Garrett Morris of Fort Worth, right, 
greets Tom Eplen, former president of the Texas Good Roads Association, at a 
coffee at the Abilene Country Club. —Abilene Reporter News Photo 


ome: 


bss Garrett Morris 
takes his Highway 
Week message to 
Big Spring. Before 
the meeting, 
these men dis- 
cussed high- 
way __ problems: 
From left, are 
Mayor Arnold Mar- 
‘shall, DE Jake 
Roberts, Morris, 
and Charles 
Tompkins, Big 
Spring representa- 
tive on the US 87 
Improvement As- 
sociation. 

—Big Spring 

Herald Photo 


-— Two Tyler beauties, Nancy Sebring, left, and Linda Risinger, welcome visitors to 
an open house held at district headquarters during Highway Week. 
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tion, the Texas Good Roads As- 
sociation, has been helping the 
people of Texas with their highway 
problems since 1913.” 

In describing TGRA, former 
Highway Commission Chairman Hal 
Woodward said, “The voice of the 
people, expressing their wishes for 
a balanced highway system sensitive 
to their needs.” 

The Pecos Enterprise carried an 
article describing the benefits the 
local maintenance section provided 
the community. 


DISTRICT 7 


Open houses were held Friday af- 
ternoon in Junction, Eden, Sonora, 
Ozona, Sterling City, and Ballinger, 
generally at both the maintenance 
section and resident engineer’s of- 
fice. Assistant District Engineer W. 
P. Harrington spoke at a Sterling 
City Lions Club meeting; G. L. 
Rogers, supervising resident engi- 
neer, presented a program to the 
Junction Rotary Club; Senior Main- 
tenance Engineer J. R. Evans spoke 
to the Ozona Lions Club. 

The film, “Texas Builds a High- 
way,” was shown on KCTV in San 
Angelo and to students in Eden 
during the week. There was a 
special 15-minute Highway Week 
radio program in Junction. 

The Ballinger Ledger said: “That 
highways bring better living through 
broader job opportunities was il- 
lustrated recently by a large industry 
in Central Texas. 

“The industry made a survey of 
where its employees lived and dis- 
covered that it drew employees from 
throughout a 100-mile radius. The 
workers came in cars, in car pools, 
trucks, on motor cycles, and, on 
one occasion, a tractor was spotted 
in the plant parking lot.” 


We Stand a Little Taller 


DISTRICT 8 


In Big Spring Garrett Morris 
warned Texas citizens to be on the 
alert against diversion of funds that 
could handicap a well-rounded high- 
way program. Morris addressed a 
large luncheon crowd that included 
members of Rotary, Downtown 
Lions, and Civitan clubs, as well as 
a number of other businessmen and 
public officials. He pointed out that 
after the Interstate termination date 
of 1974 there will be pressures to 
divert highway user funds into the 
larger cities for mass rapid transit 
programs. 


DE J. C. Roberts and a few mem- 
bers of his staff accompanied Morris 
to the luncheon. The commissioner 
lauded Roberts “and all the other 
Department people like him over the 
state” for giving Texas the best 
highway system in the nation. 


Both Morris and Roberts were 
given Western hats as a gesture of 
hospitality from the community. 
Later Morris attended a reception at 
the Abilene Country Club where he 
warned of the dangers of diversion. 


Editorially, the Abilene Reporter- 
News said: “In a time when high- 
ways are imperative to a city’s prog- 
ress, Abilene is unusually fortunate. 
A network of roads radiates from 
here. We have a complete loop 
system around Abilene to speed 
motorists around the city without 
clogging the streets. ... With prog- 
ress and traffic volume moving 
apace, Abilene looks to new high- 
way objectives. 


DISTRICT 9 

District Engineer E. B. Evans 
reported to the Waco Rotary Club 
on the status of current and future 
Highway Department projects in 
McLennan County and the sur- 
rounding area. He said Texas is 
continually expanding its network of 
improved highways on a pay-as-you- 
go basis, never issuing bonds or bor- 
rowing money. 

“When a contract is awarded on 
any project, the money is in the 
bank to pay for the job,” said 
Evans. “There is no bonded in- 
debtedness for your children and 
my children to pay in the future.” 
He said there is a tendency to over- 
emphasize the importance of federal 
funds to the state highway system. 

“These are taxpayer funds of 
which we receive only a part of what 
we send to Washington,” he said. 
“Tf all this gasoline tax went to 
the State of Texas, we could easily 
afford to forget the federal funds 
entirely, especially since we would 
rid ourselves of federal control.” 

The Waco Tribune-Herald edi- 
torialized: ‘““The major development 
in the past decade in Texas highway 
planning and building has been the 
new era of cooperation between the 
highway department with municipal 
and county governments in the ur- 
banized sections of the state. This 
is based on the sound reasoning that 
the urbanized areas are where the 
people live and work, where the 
bulk of the highway tax revenue is 
generated and where the need for 
better pavement is greatest.” 


DISTRICT 10 


On Sunday, the first day of High- 
way Week, newspapers throughout 
the district announced open houses 
in all sections in all counties. The 
Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce 
honored local and state highway of- 
ficials with a cookout at Lake Jack- 
sonville. DE W. W. Potter was a 
guest of honor. 

The Longview Daily News 
pointed out the benefits of good 
roads: “One doesn’t have to look 
farther than the streets and high- 
ways in and around Longview to 
realize that more and better high- 
ways are needed for the rapidly 
increasing volume of motor vehicle 
traffic. 

“Nor does one have to look 
farther than our own city to see how 
new and improved highways open 
new land to commercial and resi- 
dential development and help to 
spread traffic rather than concen- 
trate it.” 

Assistant DE George Wall dis- 
cussed highway projects with the 
Palestine Rotary Club during High- 
way Week. Garrett Morris flew in 
for a meeting, prompting the Pal- 
estine Herald Press to say, “For the 
first time in many years a member 
of the Texas Highway Commission 
paid a visit to Palestine.” Morris 
told local officials at his reception 
that Palestine and Anderson County 
sell “hard” and that he was not 
surprised that the right of way bond 
issue passed after seeing the delega- 
tion Anderson County sent before 
the Highway Commission in Austin. 

Marcus Yancey, administrative 
engineer from Austin, destroyed a 
few myths and called for needed 
highway support at a Kiwanis Club 
meeting in Tyler. He pointed out 
that often only critics of proposed 
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_ Visitors at District 10 headquarters enjoy a cup of coffee and talk with DE W. W. 
_ Potter about a model of the proposed overpass on US 69 in Jacksonville. 


The ‘‘gang’”’ at the parts 
window of the district 
warehouse are all 
smiles for Highway 
Week visitors. Left to 
right are Andy Morrison, 
Elgie Owen, and John 
Palmer. 


Assistant DE George Wall, left, shows Jacksonville city officials through the district 


headquarters. 
a 


highway projects attend the public 
hearings. Yancey said it is time for 
proponents of these needed projects 
to speak up in support of them. 

Yancey said that recently a man 
of national prominence had made 
the absurd statement that highway 
men were trying to pave over the 
whole country. He cited some vital 
statistics: In 1916 there were 3.4 
million vehicles in the United States, 
114 million people, and 3.1 mil- 
lion miles of highways, roads 
streets, and alleys. In 1968 there 
were 106 million vehicles, 200 mil- 
lion people, and 3.7 million miles of 
highways, roads, streets, and alleys. 
The increase in mileage has hardly 
kept pace with the number of 
vehicles. Most highway work has 
been in rebuilding and upgrading 
those roads we already had. 

Right of Way Appraiser John 
Robinson of Tyler spoke about the 
advantages of good highways at a 
noon meeting of the Rusk Kiwanis 
Club. DE Potter discussed the high- 
way program for Longview and 
surrounding counties at a meeting of 
Longview civic leaders and mem- 
bers of the Lions Club. An 8.5-mile 
section of four-lane highway (SH 
217 from Tyler to Gladewater) from 
Loop 323 Northeast to near IH 20 
in Tyler was officially opened during 
Highway Week. 


DISTRICT 11 


Nacogdoches, deep in the heart 
of East Texas, did its part to ob- 
serve the special week. The cham- 
ber of commerce honored Assistant 
State Highway Engineer B. L. De- 
Berry with a coffee on September 
24. Later, DeBerry spoke at a 
Rotary Club luncheon, where he was 
introduced by DE J. M. York of 
Lufkin. 
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Said DeBerry, “Wherever freeway 
facilities have been built, there has 
been a new kind of land rush. In- 
dustry wants to showcase its gleam- 
ing new plants at the edge of an In- 
terstate highway as visible part of its 
corporate image... . Developers of 
shopping areas and office building 
complexes look for easy access af- 
forded by new freeways and express- 
ways for their new projects.” 


HOUSTON URBAN OFFICE 


A. C. Kyser, engineer-manager 
of the Houston Urban Office, sent 
a clipping from the Texas Profes- 
sional Engineer magazine that 
saluted the “Engineering Talents 
Evident in Building the Vast Texas 
Highway System.” 

Excerpting from the article, 
“Texas boasts not only one of the 
finest highway systems in_ the 
United States, but also can add a 
brag or two with straight facts. 
More than two thirds of the Texas 
portion of the Interstate highway 
system is now open to traffic, and 
some 462 miles are in various stages 
of construction.” 


DISTRICT 12 


The Houston Post headlined a 
short story with “Highways, high- 
ways, highways,” and quoted Com- 
mission Chairman Dewitt Greer as 
saying that Texas Highway Depart- 
ment engineers now have $130 mil- 
lion worth of construction going 

in Houston. Speaking to the 
Downtown Rotary Club, Greer 


added, “rights of way have been 
acquired or are being acquired for 
another $200 million worth of 
highways and yet another $500 mil- 
lion is in the advance planning 
stages.” 

The Baytown Sun carried an edi- 
torial on the Texas Good Roads As- 
sociation, explaining its purpose and 
activities, and commenting that “A 
key to the association’s success is 
that it is not dominated by any 
interest group but instead repre- 
sents a consensus of interests.” 


DISTRICT 13 


Several newspapers gave gener- 
ous coverage to Highway Week. For 
instance, the Wharton Spectator car- 
ried a special salute to the High- 
way Department men of that area, 
suggesting it be kept as a souvenir. 
The paper also described the open 
house held at the Department’s new 
facilities on FM 102. (An open 
house was also held at the Port 
Lavaca office on September 22.) 

The Victoria Advocate reported 
a highway dedication also held that 
week: “Chairman Dewitt Greer... 
participated in a ribbon cutting cere- 
mony Wednesday afternoon on 
south Loop 175, dedicating the new 
highway to the ‘people of Victoria 
County, the state, and the nation.’ ” 


DISTRICT 14 


Plans for $66 million worth of 
Austin roadway to be built during 
the next six years were reviewed for 
local Kiwanians September 22 by 


State Highway Engineer J. C. Ding- 
wall. Dingwall told the big audience 
that the Texas Highway Department 
was “making a report to the stock- 
holders of the Texas highway system 
this week.” Dingwall’s speech was 
just one of many activities during 
the week. 

Models of various highway proj- 
ects planned for the Austin area 
were displayed in four local banks, 
and were shown on TV. The proj- 
ects were discussed by Ben Alley, 
supervising resident engineer, on an 
Austin television station Septem- 
ber 23. And Orville G. Miller, 
another District 14 employee, 
showed the film, “Texas Builds a 
Highway” to the drivers education 
class of Drippings Springs High 
School. 


DISTRICT 15 


District 15 employees were in 
demand as speakers, too. Fred Hil- 
gers, resident engineer at Pleasanton, 
spoke to the Poteet Rotarians, say- 
ing, “Because our highways are bet- 
ter, we have better business op- 
portunities, a better economics pic- 
ture, better schools, better social ex- 
change, better tourist programs, and 
an expanded outlook in every di- 
rection.” 

Raymond Lindholm Jr., supervis- 
ing resident engineer for Kerr and 
Kendall residency offices, talked to 
a garden club September 23 about 
everything from planting and pre- 
servation of natural growth to main- 
tenance operations, to beautifica- 
tion. 


DISTRICT 16 


In announcing Highway Week, 
the Karnes City Citation pointed 
out that “anyone traveling out- 


CHRISTMAS COMES EARLY—Dewitt 
Greer accepts a famed Collin Street 
Bakery fruitcake from Tom White 
of the Corsicana Chamber of Com- 
merce. Greer made several District 
18 appearances. 


District 12 employees got into the 
act during Highway Week. This is 
Hardy S. Jarrell, supervising resident 
engineer, La Marque Residency, ad- 
dressing the LaMarque Rotary Club. 
Jarrell shared the podium with Dale 
Marvel, planning engineer. 

Photograph by Jesse G. Humphreys 


A Highway Week highlight in District 
17 was dedication of the Bryan- 
College Station west loop bypass. 
Taking part in the ceremony are 
(from left) Bryan Mayor Jack Zubic, 
Assistant State Highway Engineer B. 
L. DeBerry, District Engineer Joe 
Hanover, Bryan Chamber of Com- 
merce President Ridley Briggs, Col- 
lege Station City Councilman James 
Dozier, Judge William R. Rance, and 
Texas A&M Dean Fred Benson. 
—Photograph by Mac Shadix 


side the boundaries of Texas can 
fully realize what an asset the state 
highway system is to its citizens.” 

The Alice Echo-News - said, 
“Texas is acclaimed throughout the 
U.S. for having the finest highway 
system .. . and much of the credit 
is due to the forward-thinking and 
planning of Commissioner Herbert 
Petry, who has served one of the 
longest terms of any member.” 

In recognition of his service, 
Petry was honored at a reception 
by the Kingsville Chamber of Com- 
merce, and later at the annual Ki- 
wanis Club barbecue. 


DISTRICT 17 


District 17 personnel fanned out 
across the area during Highway 
Week, speaking in Bryan, Hunts- 
ville, Buffalo, Fairfield, Navasota, 
Madisonville, Hearne, and Clayton. 

Talking to Kiwanians in Bryan, 
Resident Engineer Jerry Nemec 
reminded his audience that landing 
on the moon was an outstanding 
feat, but that the moon lab made 
its final trip on a _ highway. 

A slide program showing new 
construction methods was presented 
by Designing Engineer Carol Zeigler 
at a Rotary Club meeting. 

Radio stations and newspapers 
came through with good coverage, 
too. The Bryan Daily Eagle said, 
“The record is one in which this 
state can take extraordinary pride 
. .. but there is much fresh think- 
ing that must be done on the further 
development of the Texas Highway 
System, especially in urban areas. 
. . . In-city mass transit is the key 
problem of the future, and we hope 
it can be tackled in Texas with 
the farsighted efficiency that the 
Highway Department has demon- 
strated in handling the statewide 
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overland transportation problem.” 


DISTRICT 18 


“Our purpose in traveling around 
this week,’ Commission Chairman 
Dewitt Greer told those attending a 
reception given by the chamber of 
commerce to launch Corsicana’s 
participation in highway week ob- 
servances, “is to rub shoulders again 
with you and to permit you to see 
and know the people who are 
operating the Highway Department 
with your tax dollars... .” 

Greer told the group that he 
knew Navarro County and Corsi- 
cana have always realized the value 
of good highways, reminding them 
that in the early days of highway im- 
provement “people of this county 
plunked down your own money to 
build roads before highway con- 
struction became the joint objective 
of state and local entities.” 

The reception was held at the 
Holiday Inn and an added note of 
welcome was the inn’s marquee 
reading “Welcome Dr. D. C. Greer” 
(in recognition of the honorary 
Doctor of Laws bestowed upon him 
in 1965 by TCU.) 


DISTRICT 19 


In less than 10 years, 80 per cent 
of all Texans will live in urban 
reas, Assistant State Highway En- 
B. L. DeBerry told the 
Marshall Lions Club. How to plan 


for tr yrting all those people is 
one of the questions the Highway 
Department face, said De- 


Berry. He said the Department can 


solve the problem provided it con- 
tinues to receive adequate financ- 
ing to implement programs re- 
lated to Texas’ rural-to-urban transi- 
tion. Only through continued de- 
velopment and maintenance of high- 
way systems can urban motorists 
continue to enjoy the benefits of 
the cities and the freedom of subur- 
ban living. 

From the Pittsburg Gazette: 
“Though the theme of this year’s 
Highway Week is “Highways Bring 
Better Living,” the safety features 
built into Texas highways might 
vary that theme to “better high- 
ways bring longer living.” 

The Panola Watchman said: “By 
bringing a record number of visitors 
to Texas last year, highways brought 
better living for Texans in general. 

“According to the Texas Good 
Roads Association, Highway Week, 
September 21-27, is an ideal time 
for Texans to review their state’s 
vitally important tourist industry.” 


DISTRICT 20 


Highway offices, shops, and lab- 
oratory were open to the public 
during Highway Week. One of the 
most popular attractions was the 
vehicle repair shop. 

At a reception given in his honor 
by the Beaumont Chamber of Com- 
merce, Commission Chairman De- 
witt Greer referred to requests for 
three new bridges across the Neches 
River. Availability of right of way 
for the approaches would influence 
which of the three proposed would 
be given priority, Greer said. 


DISTRICT 21 
Large school groups were shown ~ 
Department movies—and_ shot-up ~ 
highway signs, too. 
“We hammered hard with the — 
children about sign vandalism,” said ~ 
District Engineer R. E. Stotzer. “We - 
showed them some shot-up signs, — 
and told them the danger to traffic — 
if a sign is obliterated or knocked — 
down. We also told them about the 
litter problems.” 


The first man to visit District 21’s ~ 


open house was the mayor of Palm- 
hurst, a town with a population of 
142. After viewing laboratory work 
and testing, and seeing the sign 
shop, the visitor told Stotzer, “It 
is great to see how hard you’re 
working to save our tax dollars.” 

Later the mayor said, “I am 
going back home and tell my con- 
stituents to get off their tractors 
and go see what the Highway De- 
partment is doing.” 

Stotzer described the open house 
and the Highway Week observance 
as “great public relations for us,” 
adding, “The Highway Department 
now stands a little taller in the eyes 
of the people in our area.” 

An open house was also held at 
the Laredo residency, maintenance 
section, and information bureau. 

Film features on various Depart- 
mental activities, “spot news” fea- 
tures in the newspaper and on tele- 
vision, and radio news broadcasts 
rounded out Highway Week cover- 
age in District 21. 


DISTRICT 22 


When the Del Rio District office 
invited the public to visit its newly 
remodeled headquarters building, 
the Del Rio News-Herald ran a full- 
page photo feature on the building. 

Another story run in the Del Rio 


About 400 people attended open house at District 21 during Highway Week. Here 
_a McAllen group watches caliche block preparation in the Pharr lab. 
: —McAllen Monitor Photograph 


_ Don Hunter, right, manager of the Department's tourist bureau on IH 35 north of 
_ Laredo, and Arthur Volz, senior resident engineer, tell a young couple about the 


Department and Texas. Laredoans were invited to visit the tourist center during 
Highway Week. —Laredo Times Photograph 


School children especially liked District 21’s lab, where they examined samples of 
various road construction materials and saw a nuclear moisture density probe. 
Women employees led the guided tours. 


News Herald was on Herbert Petry’s 
speech to the joint luncheon meet- 
ing of the Rotary Club and the 
Lions’ Club. Petry stressed Del Rio’s 
tremendous potential in Lake 
Amistad as a recreational mecca for 
tourists. 

“.. . it will also attract new in- 
dustry,” said Petry. 

The commissioner received a card 
from “the folks at the Ben Franklin 
store in Carrizo Springs,” his home- 
town, saying, “Congratulations and 
thanks for a job well done. We ap- 
preciate all the good highways in 
exasen 

Uvalde’s salute to Highway Week 
was highlighted with a coffee and 
reception for Petry. Hosts were the 
Uvalde Chamber of Commerce and 
Uvalde Contractor Ross Watkins. 
Petry received a standing ovation, 
the Uvalde Leader-News reported. 


DISTRICT 25 


In submitting newspaper clip- 
pings, pictures, and information 
covering Highway Week obser- 
vances in District 25, District En- 
gineer Virgil McGee wrote, “We 
feel that the local news media did 
a most excellent job in keeping this 
observance in the minds of their 
readers.” 

The Childress Index ran a full 
page saying, “We’re rolling out the 
red carpet for you, Mr. Garrett 
Morris, and all officials and person- 
nel of the Texas Highway Depart- 
ment. Your accomplishments are 
many of which the opening of the 
four-lane highway at Childress is 
but one!” 

Morris spoke at a US 87 ribbon 
cutting ceremony, and then attended 
a reception commemorating com- 
pletion of the section between Chil- 
dress and Estelline. 


Secretary of Transportation 
John Volpe beats the drum 

for four pretty Ferris High 
School majorettes at 
groundbreaking ceremonies 
on September 9 for the 
first navigation bridge across 
the Trinity River in Dallas 
County. He led the 
bandwagon for the ‘‘big, bright 
future’”’ of Texas, saying, ‘‘This 
bridge is designed not just 

to span the Trinity River 
today. It is designed so that 

it will also provide clearance 
for the vessels that will 
some day be sailing up a 
future Trinity canal.” 


Bridge for “Big, Bright 


Four highway dignitaries — 
were on hand to help Volpe 
break ground for the $6.725 
million, eight-lane, twin 
span bridge to be built on IH 
635 two miles east of 
Hutchins in Dallas County. 
Standing (left to right) are 
B. L. DeBerry, assistant 

state highway engineer; John 
Keller, Dallas district 
engineer; James Kirkpatrick, 
Dallas district designing 
engineer; and Garrett 

Morris, member, Texas 
Highway Commission. 


AWARDS 


(As of November 30, 1969) 
40 Years 


Administration 
Preston C. Goode, Program Engineer 
Maintenance Operations 

Maurice V. Greer, Engineer of Traffic 

District 2 
Willis L. Stone, Maintenance Construction Foreman III 
District 13 
Herman G. Botard, Maintenance Construction Supervisor II 

District 19 


Bernie L. Frank, Assistant District Engineer 


35 Years 
District 14 


Joseph P. Chaney, District Construction Engineer 
Jack F. Bigham, Engineering Technician V 
District 25 


Lemuel C. Drake, District Construction Engineer 
30 Years 


Maintenance Operations 
Clark M. Foster, Maintenance Construction Superintendent 
District 3 
Charlie A. Hobbs, Maintenance Construction Supervisor II 
District 5 
J. K. Salser, Engineering Technician V 
District 16 
Joseph H. Bailey, Senior Resident Engineer 
District 18 
Ralph Y. Johnson, Maintenance Technician II 
District 23 
Albert C. Cook, Maintenance Technician II 


25 Years 
District 3 


Cleo E. Cooper, Maintenance Construction Supervisor II 
District 5 
Wayne W. Jackson, Maintenance Technician II 
George B. McAda, Maintenance Technician IT 
District 7 
Leonard Haines, Maintenance Technician IT 


District 12 
Monroe C. Kahla, Maintenance Technician II 
District 13 
Guy Dossey, Maintenance Technician II 
District 16 
Santos Nerios, Maintenance Technician I 
District 17 
Verna N. Batson, Maintenance Technician IT 
District 23 


C. R. Harris, Maintenance Technician II 


RETIREMENTS 


District 1 
Johnie Dunn, Maintenance Technician IT 
District 2 
Bruce W. Reed, Engineering Technician V 
District 3 
Dennis W. Combs, Maintenance Techinican I 
District 5 
Thurman Lusk, Maintenance Technician IJ 
District 6 
Carl C. Bull, Shop Foreman IV 
Harry S. Wallace, Maintenance Construction Superintendent 
District 7 
Alejandro R. Sanchez, Maintenance Technician II 
District 9 
John E. Brewer, Maintenance Construction Supervisor II 
District 12 
Odell P. Owens, Engineering Technician IV 
District 13 
Vladimir J. Koss, Supervising Plant Engineer 
District 15 
Milton J. Kohr, Accountant IIT 
District 18 
James A. Sturdevant, Maintenance Technician IT 
District 19 
Comer Parker, Maintenance Technician IT 
District 20 


Elvie E. Busby, Air Conditioning Mechanic III 
Edward A. Johnson, Maintenance Technician I 
John D. Self, Maintenance Construction Foreman UI 


District 22 


Adolfo G. Cortinas, Maintenance Technician I 


When you need a better mousetrap, give the task to someone with 
initiative, someone like Dwight Reagan. The Bridge Division engi- 
neer envisioned a master plan to make maximum use of the comput- 
er for designing hydraulic structures. The new system should indeed 


prove tobe... 


Economic Boon | 


Photographs by Frank Lively 


By MARJIE MUGNO Travel and Information Division 


Time otherwise spent on routine calculations can now be spent on other chores, thanks 
to THYSYS. Here Dwight Reagan does some manual calculations to feed to the computer. 
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S ome pronounce it ‘thesis,’ some 
‘thighsus,’ but however you say 
it, THYSYS will save the Texas High- 
way Department thousands of dollars 
and hundreds of man hours. 

THYSYS is the nickname given the 
Texas Hydraulics System, a system 
which utilizes the computer in hy- 
draulic and hydrologic design of high- 
way structures. The master plan was 
conceived by an enterprising Bridge 
Division employee, Dwight Reagan, 
and developed jointly by Bridge Di- 
vision and Automation Division en- 
gineers. 

Some of the most substantial savings 
will come in construction of culverts. 

Says Reagan, “A man sits down and 
designs a culvert. “That works,’ he says, 
and if busy, he may decide that’s the 
design to use. The computer system 
finds a design and says, “That works, 
but maybe I can find a better one.’ 
Perhaps if the designer had the time 
to work a little longer, he, like the 
computer, could have found a design 
that would be better, yet cheaper to 
construct.” 

The computer system considers all 
alternatives and picks the best possible 
design. 

The computer can design a lot faster, 
too. 

For example: 

Up to now it would take almost a 
month of manual calculation to design 
40 different culverts, including com- 
putation of such basics as total runoff 
(discharge determination), natural 
water depth downstream (tailwater), 
and size. 

Now, thanks to THYSYS, the an- 
swers can be obtained in a few 
minutes. And accurately! Errors on 
input, information supplied by the per- 
son submitting the problem, are in- 
dicated by the computer while proc- 
essing the data. 

“It’s going to be difficult for some- 
one to make an error without knowing 
it,” says the 30-year old Reagan. “Out- 
put messages indicate all errors or 
omissions. The output reliability is only 
as good as the input. This is where the 


engineer must continue to function, to 
produce correct, reliable input.” 

The system will be easy for field 
personnel to use, once they become 
familiar with it. 

Reagan decided almost three years 
ago that an automated plan would 
be advantageous. He noticed that cer- 
tain phases kept recurring in hydraulic 
design computations, then figured out 
a system to correlate the most fre- 
quently used calculations. 

“A few independent programs for 
flooding probability and culvert sizing 
were available to design personnel, but 
districts wanted more automated pro- 
cedures,” recalls the emphatic young 
engineer. “We decided to put together 
some of the stand-alone routines (com- 
puterese for computer instructions for 
only one specific problem).” 

In the spring of 1968, Reagan and 
Sam Fox, head of the hydraulic sec- 
tion, contacted Automation Division 
for advice on how the districts might 
best be served. Larry Walker, auto- 
mation engineer, suggested that the in- 
tegrated systems approach be adopted. 

Since Automation Division em- 
ployees were involved in other projects, 
Walker suggested that a professional 
systems consultant be employed to ar- 
range, systemize, and plan the overall 
system. Systems analysts are experts in 
determining the most efficient paths 
for flow of data to the various routines 
and devising input and output formats. 

Before a consultant was obtained, 
the systems idea was explored further 
because D-5 and D-19 personnel didn’t 
want to overlap something someone 
else was doing. 

“The Bureau of Public Roads 
usually knows what is going on around 
the country, so we asked them to 
meet with us. The BPR sent men from 
their Austin, regional, and Washington 
offices. We discussed ramifications of 
the proposed system and learned that 
nothing significant was being done in 
this area,” said Reagan. 

Another meeting was held. This time 
with Reagan, Fox, Walker, Herbert 
Kessler, engineer of bridge operations; 


Clyde Silvus, bridge engineer; and 
Hubert Henry, head of Automation 
Division. The two division heads sanc- 
tioned the project and approved use 
of a consultant to design the system. 
McDonnell Automation Company of 
St. Louis was selected to assist in the 
design. 

The consultant’s personnel were en- 
gineering oriented, but the majority of 
the technical requirements of the sys- 
tem were provided by Reagan. Reagan 
provided the hydraulic design informa- 
tion. Automation Division monitored 
the progress to be sure the system 
would fit into its engineering service 
operations. 

D-19 has two full-time programmers, 
Hilliard Smith and Jerry Sullivan, as- 
signed to the project under Walker’s 
supervision. Programming for the pre- 
liminary phase is nearly completed. 
The input flow forms are finished and 
will be released to the districts soon. 

Reagan feels that 80 to 90 per cent 
of the Highway Department’s hydraulic 
and hydrologic design or analysis can 
be handled by the preliminary release. 

The preliminary release includes the 
most frequently used design routines 
in the five subsystems: HYDRO (de- 
termination of total runoff), HYDRA 
(determination of natural water depth), 
CULBRG (for structure sizing anal- 
ysis), SEWER (for storm sewer sys- 
tem design or analysis), and PUMP 
(for pump station design or analysis). 

“As time goes on, we will expand 
THYSYS, which is a good flexible 
system,” declares Reagan. “We can 
add to or modify as desired. Even- 
tually, the system will include sub- 
systems on economic studies, embank- 
ment loads, and reservoirs, to name a 
few.” 

As far as possible, the system was 
built around existing programs Reagan 
has been using three years or more 
on a stand-alone basis. Some had to 
be rearranged to accept data as needed 
for the new system, though. The BPR 
has several routines, mostly on culverts, 
which will be modified and used by the 
Highway Department. 
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An Economic Boon 


Says Walker, “I think THYSYS is 
going to be a big thing for the Texas 
Highway Department. It will offer a 
lot of design capability and greater 
flexibility. It will give the design en- 
gineer a chance to document his design 
and an opportunity to try a number of 
alternatives to come up with the best 
design.” 


The D-19 engineering section will 
help Reagan and Fox promote 


THYSYS and educate field personnel. 
The preliminary release should give the 
program added impetus, but so far 
THYSYS has been promoted by word 
of mouth. Through their consultation 
work with the districts—another phase 
of their Departmental duties—the two 


Reagan and his boss, Sam Fox, are currently revising The Texas Hydraulics 
Manual. They are incorporating the design principles of the manual into the system. 
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iain 


hydraulic engineers have an oppor- 


tunity to talk up the program. 


And the talking points are there. 
Having precise calculations available © 
reduces chances for overdesigning. © 


This will cut construction costs. 


Besides, the Texas Highway Depart- 
ment and the Bureau of Public Roads ~ 


are requiring more extensive docu- 


mentation for hydraulic and hydrologic © 
design. THYSYS is a convenient way — 


to provide this documentation. 

“Up to now,” explains Reagan, “we 
really haven’t kept extensive records 
showing how a particular hydraulic 
structure was designed, and in later 
years it is often difficult to figure out 
the details.” 

THYSYS also provides more uni- 
formity in design procedures and de- 
sign documentation. The output can be 
enlarged and glued directly on the 
plans. 

“This program,” says Reagan, “is 
tailored to fit the Department’s needs. 
It is geared strictly to highway projects. 
And it is financed 100 per cent with 
state funds.” 

Reagan and Fox, incidentally, are 
the only two on the Department’s pay- 
roll with the official title of hydraulic 
engineer. Far ahead of others in this 
field, they have pioneered and pro- 
moted the Highway Department’s hy- 
draulic program. The Department has 
had a hydraulic section only since 
1964. For the most part, hydraulic en- 
gineering has been an untapped, un- 
sung, and unappreciated area of high- 
way design. But THYSYS should make 
highway personnel around the state 
sit up and take notice. 

In fact, Bridge Engineer Clyde Silvus 
thinks the computer system will be 
adopted by other highway departments 
in the country. 

“Some districts are already taking 
advantage of THYSYS, and we feel sure 
more will do soas the program pro- 
gresses,” says Silvus. “Dwight Reagan 
and Sam Fox deserve a lot of credit.” 

“All those who participated in the 
development of THYSYS deserve a 
lot of credit,” echos Hubert Henry. 
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San Antonio Light, expressing—Eight 


: years and seven months ago the people 
of San Antonio voted nearly 2 to 1 in 


. q favor of the north freeway. 


Today, this urgently needed artery, 


_ which will carry traffic without interruption 


_ from the airport to the downtown district, 


still is not under construction. 


It has been delayed by controversy and 


__ by litigation and by new legislation. 


To quote DeWitt Greer, the engineer 


who was a State Highway Department ad- 


ministrator for 25 years, the north free- 


way “is going to be built, can’t help but 


_ be built, and should have been built years 
= ago.” 


Austin American, reporting—Two legis- 
lators and Secretary of State Martin Dies 


_ Jr. asked the State Highway Commission 


to put down more roads for workers leav- 
ing the refineries for a weekend of relax- 


ation in East Texas. 


Senator Charles Wilson, Lufkin, said 
workers in the petrochemical complexes 
of Houston and Beaumont cannot afford 


the big boats to go into the Gulf of Mexico 


so they take their smaller craft and head 
for East Texas lakes. 

The commission was asked for 27.3 
miles of new roads—estimated to cost 
$4.6 million—and $1,627,000 worth of 
reconstruction. 

A Brazoria County delegation, led by 
Mayor T. C. Selman, fought for a new 
50-foot fixed span bridge on Texas 36 
west of Freeport over the Brazos River. 


Wichita Falls Times, editorializing—Four 
years ago Congress enacted the Highway 
Beautification Act, spurred by then-First 
Lady Ladybird Johnson, to preserve and 
create beauty along the nation’s expensive 
highways. 

What has been the result? The report 
of progress by the Federal Bureau of 
Public Roads is discouraging. 

Out of some 839,000 advertising bill- 
boards ... only 750 have been removed 
and a good many more than that have in 
the meantime been erected. 
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Of 17,000 junkyards existing, only 121 
have been removed and 1,427 screened 
from passing motorists. 

Under the circumstances of public in- 
difference, it would be realistic to assume 
that people believe litter or a billboard is 
lovelier than a tree. 


Port Isabel Press, stating—Plans for 
construction of a new Bay Bridge across 
Laguna Madre to Padre Island _ has 
spurred great interest among local 
citizens. 

Bud Franke, South Padre realtor, said 
the bridge construction was the most pro- 
gressive thing that could possibly happen 
to Port Isabel and the Island. 

“... | think the assurance of free flow 


- of traffic from Port Isabel to Padre Island 


will cause many more people to come 
here.”’ 


Odessa Daily American, hoping—Odessa 
city officials are awaiting a final decision 
from the Texas Highway Commission on 
designating 42nd Street as a spur high- 
way. 

Mayor Jim Reese asked that the road 
be turned into a state highway so conges- 
tion on US 80 could be lessened. 


Dallas News, with a Fort Worth date- 
line—Fort Worth councilmen have voted 
unanimously to hire a consulting firm to 
propose a freeway route although they lack 
assurances the Texas Highway Department 
will follow its recommendations. 

The council agreed to pay up to $25,000 
to Overview, a firm headed by Stewart 
Udall and Lawrence Halprin. 

City Manager Howard McMahan said 
Overview consultants would plan a free- 
way “‘complementary to our city parks.” 


Austin American-Statesman, in a letter 
to the editor—The Texas motor vehicle 
rule states that on a two-lane highway or 
road all vehicles must keep in the right 
lane and pass only by using the left lane. 
This is a good rule for several reasons, 


BUT as a rule the right edge of the right 
lane is rough, bumpy, broken and even has 
glass, pieces of metal on it that is damag- 
ing to tires, and in some cases can be 
thrown back into line of traffic by one’s 
tires. 

If this rule is to be enforced then | 
think the State Highway Department 
should fix the edge of the right lane and 
keep it in as good repair as the other 
lanes. 


Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, with an Aus- 
tin dateline—Some North Texans pro- 
posed to the State Highway Commission a 
long-range plan for $34.7 million in super- 
highways to handle traffic whizzing off the 
Oklahoma turnpike toward Fort Worth and 
Dallas. 

“lt must come sooner or later, and 
we'd like to get started,” said John Gover, 
county judge of Hunt County. 

“It’s a very ambitious project,’’ replied 
Highway Commissioner Garrett Morris, 
Fort Worth, as the large delegation broke 
into laughter. 


Amarillo Globe Times, telling—When it 
comes time to establish routes for Inter- 
state 27 between Amarillo and Lubbock, a 
computer and a camera-equipped airplane 
will make simple work of the project at a 
tremendous saving in costs. 

Planners and engineers get information 
from the computer such as projected ur- 
ban area growth, details of acquiring right 
of way, calculations of the amount of 
earth fill which will be needed for grad- 
ing and the best route for a road to 
follow. 

Once the general route is established, 
the airplane goes to work mapping the 
areas concerned from two angles, and 
technicians prepare a large aerial map in 
which the two images of the area over- 
lap. 

“We can determine distances and cal- 
culate elevations in the photo,” said H. A. 
Henry of Austin, engineer director of the 
division of automation. ‘‘We can even cal- 
culate the height of a curbstone.” 
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Thats a 
Lot of 
Lumber 


Texas’ largest American Elm tree is 
growing on the right of way of State 
Highway 37 one-fourth mile north of 
Quitman in District 10. 

“The state champion sassafras tree 
and the state champion catalpa tree are 
also located in Wood County, but. to 
the best of our knowledge this is the 
only state champion growing on high- 
way right of way,” says District Engi- 
neer W. W. Potter. 

Stretching 99 feet high, the elm has 
a 5 foot 3.3-inch diameter, 199.3-inch 
circumference, and an average crown 
spread of 92 inches, 

During a highway construction proj- 
ect, Sidney C. Cox Jr., senior resident 
engineer at Mineola, became interested 
in the huge tree. Suspecting that the 
tree might be a champion, Cox con- 
tacted the Texas Forestry Service to 
have the tree measured and compared 

ith the record holder. It surpassed the 

er champion by approximately 50 


pel 

A Tree” certificate was pre- 
sented to the Texas Highway Depart- 
ment by G. C. Adrian, area forester 
for the Texas Forestry Service. 


An appropriate sign will soon be 
placed near the tree. 


TIMBER . . . Texas’ largest American Elm located near Quitman 
on SH 37 climbs 99 feet into the sky. 


Four big men cover the base of the champion elm at the 
“Big Tree’ certificate presentation. Left to right: Harold W. 
Bateman, maintenance construction foreman III at Quitman; 
Charles H. Reasonover, district administrative engineer; G. C. 
Adrian, area forester; and Sidney C. Cox Jr., senior resident 
engineer at Mineola. 
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Under the Colson Bridge, -maintenance roads are now complete on both sides 
and available to fishermen. 


For boating and fishing pleasure, the Highway Department is having debris cleared from the Brazos River 
underneath the bridge on SH 90 west of Navasota by personnel from the Marine Diving & Salvage Company of 
Houston. Steel piling left by contractors are excavated as Hubert Crouch mans the oxygen and communica- 
tions equipment for David Smith, the diver, whose head can be seen above the water’s edge on the far side of 
the barge. Using a cutting torch to cut the steel framework at a depth of 12 feet, Smith remained under the 
water for one hour and twenty minutes without resurfacing. He has voice communication with Crouch. 
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We Found One 

At last—Colonel John Herrera has 
set the record straight. When Texas 
Highways published an article in the 
July issue about the “first” concrete 
pumping on a bridge deck, several per- 
sons challenged the claim, but no one 
could name a specific job. Herrera, 
who is district designing engineer in 
Pharr, said concrete was pumped in 
building the bridge over the Arroyo 
Colorado in Harlingen on old US 77. 
The bridge was completed in July 
1947. The bridge has since been wid- 
ened and the deck is still in fine shape, 
says Herrera. 


A Game to Remember 

Rob Schleider, son of Robert H. 
Schleider of District 17, is a pro base- 
ball player for the Montreal Expos in 
the Gulf Coast League in Bradenton, 


To and From Our Readers 


Florida. During his high school years 
in Texas A&M Consolidated, he 
pitched the only perfect game in high 
school baseball history—striking out 
all 21 batters in the seven innings of 
play. Needless to say, Rob was a start- 
ing pitcher for the Expos during the 
summer and his team won the Florida 
League pennant this season. 


Deeper and Deeper 

From D-16’s Travel Log: From des- 
ert wasteland to expanding lake of 
clear blue and emerald green waters 
—that’s the story of Amistad Reser- 
voir. When the International Boundary 
and Water Commission began im- 
pounding water behind the dam on 
May 31, 1968, they thought it would 
take 10 years for a decent-sized lake 
to form. But it rained that night and 
the next morning the water was 10 feet 


"WHEN HARWELL COMES OUT... 
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deep. Since then the water has risen 
rapidly, and now it is 165 feet deep 
behind the $80 million dam. 


How About My Driveway? 

Archie H. Christian, who has been 
head of Right of Way Division since 
it was formed in 1956, may have one 
of the longest titles in the Department. 
Among other things, Christian is a 
member of the Land Acquisition and 
Control of Highway Access and Adja- 
cent Areas Committee of the Highway 
Research Board of the National 
Academy of Sciences. 


Don’t Obfuscate My Obfuscations 
Congressman H. R. Gross of lowa 
believes officials of the federal agen- 
cies should learn to write English, ac- 
cording to a Dallas Morning News 
column by Jim Wright. Gross sus- 
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Texas Highways 


TEXAS HIGHWAYS, official journal of 
the Texas Highway Department, is pub- 
lished in the interest of highway develop- 
ment in Texas and for departmental edu- 
cation in construction, maintenance, and 
operation. 

TEXAS HIGHWAYS is available to the 
general public on a subscription basis at 
$4.50 annually, or it can be purchased 
for 40 cents a copy. Subscriptions, in- 
quiries, material, or manuscripts should 
be directed to the Editorial Office, Travel 
and Information Division, Texas Highway 
Department, Austin, Texas 78701 ® 


pects the gobbledegook is being used 
to keep us common folks from under- 
standing. 

For instance, he notes, the Air 
Force people talk about an impressive- 
sounding technological device called 
an “aerodynamic personnel decelera- 
tor.” When Rep. Gross investigated 
this equipment, he found it was 
nothing but a plain, old-fashioned 
parachute. ... 

Another mysterious budget item that 
sent Rep. Gross out to sleuth was the 
Defense Department’s program for 
procurement of a “combat emplace- 
ment evacuator.” That, he discover- 
ed, is a shovel. 

A real space-age wonder, however, 
seemed to be hiding behind the Bureau 
of Public Roads’ term, “vehicle impact 
attenuation devices.” These, the Con- 
gressman learned, are not so highly 
sophisticated as their name implies. 
They are just empty oil barrels stacked 
around highway obstructions. ... 

All this flim flammery is unneces- 
sary, as is demonstrated by our own 
Texas Transportation Institute and 
Texas Highway Department. These 
two Lone Star State organizations also 
conduct experiments with stacked-up 
oil drums, but they don’t try to hang 
the ridiculous “impact attenuation” 
label on them. 

Our straight-talking, clear-thinking 
scientists just call the things what they 
are, “Texas Crash Cushions.” 


Now That’s Selling 

From Travel magazine: Copenhagen 
—tThe government-run Royal Green- 
land Trading Company announced that 
it has sold almost 1,500 home freezers 
to Eskimos in Greenland. 


Just Beautiful 

Some critics say that today’s high- 
ways slash through the countryside and 
bisect cities with their ugly ribbons of 
concrete. But on the east side of Dallas 
where several pylon interchanges are 
being built on IH 635, it’s a different 
story. Many people have come to look, 
point, sketch, and photograph. In Sep- 


tember The Dallas Times Herald ran 
in its Sunday magazine an article titled 
“Concrete Comes Alive.” Here are a 
few lines from the article. 

It’s a sunrise silhouette on an early 


- morning dawn. 


It's a concrete cloverleaf with no 
beginning or end. 

It’s alive! It’s confusing. 

It's confusing. It’s progress! 

It's a concrete curve against a six 
o’clock sunburst. 

It’s a glimpse into the future. It’s ob- 
solete by the time your two-year-old 
son gets his driver’s license. 

It’s concrete and steel mixed with 
sun, heat, and time. 

It’s beautiful . . . or it’s ugly—de- 
pending on how you look at it. 


When No News Was Good News 

Frank X. Tolbert of the Dallas 
Morning News wrote recently about 
an 1874 San Antonio newspaper that 
sometimes found negative news the 
best kind. The paper had a large head- 
line which read “Stagecoach NOT 
Robbed.” It seems it was news- 
worthy when the coach on the long 
route between San Antonio and El 
Paso wasn’t intercepted by robbers, 
said Tolbert. 


WHAT IS IT, ROY?—-DE Raymond Stotzer 
shows Landscape Architect Roy Rodman 
this unusual-looking tree growing behind 
District 21 headquarters. It is a kapok tree 
and its silky fibers are used commercially 
as a filling for mattresses, cushions, life 
preservers, and as insulation. When a high- 
way-widening project near Harlingen 
threatened the tree, Resident Engineer 
Jim Todd had it transplanted to the head- 
quarters grounds. 


This is a maintenance man? No, but Barb- 
ara McGlaun operates the radio in the 
maintenance section of District 3 head- 
quarters and performs numerous other 
maintenance chores in addition to her 
secretarial duties. Her boss, Maintenance 
Engineer Frank Ragland, says ‘‘Barbara 
keeps things running smoothly.” 


The Sun Has Riz, 


VER THE 


e I received a letter informing me 
of the discovery of my lost billfold. I 
cannot express my appreciation enough 
for its return. 

Honorable acts must be recognized. 
I feel the persons involved should be 
commended in some way. You are 
honored to have such men in your 
organization. 

I am writing this letter so that I 
might be able to do a good deed in re- 
turn. 


HIGHWAYS 


Gayle T. Bigger 
Corpus Christi 


(Editors Note: The billfold was found 
by eight of the men working for R. S. 
Cox, maintenance construction fore- 
man at Leakey.) 


e I ran out of gas between Bryan 
and Hearne on SH 6, and the second 
vehicle which passed was a highway 
department truck. The driver stopped 
and took me two miles to a gas sta- 
tion before he turned off to his as- 


signment. Another department truck: 


passed the station ten minutes later 
going in the other direction, and the 
driver took me back to my car. 

I am grateful to you for such fine 
people. I really feel taxes spent on our 
highways are a great value, and it ap- 
pears that your employees are another 
bonus to the people of Texas. 

Dr. Richard E. Wainerdi 
College Station 


€ ntly, I saw a middle-age 
couple ind put their litter in a 
barrel. It seems like such a little thing 
to write about you see, it im- 
pressed me so tha 1m taking time 
to write about it! stopping and 
properly disposing of their litter, they 
made a ripple in the pool of good 


citizenship which they were not aware 
of. This one good exarhple was worth 
a dozen warning signs. 
William B. Lewis 
Water Valley 


e I want to express my personal ap- 
preciation for our beautiful Texas 
highways. On a recent visit to Corpus, 
I was impressed again with the beauti- 
ful plantings and green shrubs which 
add pleasure to a trip. 

I think the Texas Highway Depart- 
ment has done a remarkable job in 
preserving our native wild flowers 
along the roadsides and right of way. 
Since many of them are native to 
Texas and are not found elsewhere, I 
truly hope that you will continue to 
encourage their preservation and de- 
velopment. This “tourist attraction” is 
worth more than much travel advertis- 
ing. 

Mrs. Carl Bredt 
Austin 


e We are writing to show that we 
have a right to say some nice things 
about our own Texas Highway De- 
partment that has done so much for 
our great state of Texas. 

This Department has thousands of 
people working for it and spends a 
good deal of money for equipment, 
supplies, and other things. If you travel 
much, you will see men working on 
roads to keep them in shape for us to 
have pleasant and safe driving. Oc- 
casionally, you see drivers who are 
thoughtless enough to speed by these 
men, thinking that the men should 
look out for themselves and not get 
run over. You often see speedsters fail 
to slow up on hills, curves, and bridges. 
We always slow up because these men 


are working to make our highways bet- — 
ter and safer. 

Sand is scattered on frozen bridges | 
in cold weather, dead animals are re- — 
moved, grass is cut and flowers and © 
trees are planted to beautify the country — 
by the Highway Department. ; 

Some folks kick about having to | 
pay the gas tax, but more thoughtful — 
people know they are getting their — 
money’s worth when they can ride on ~ 
a good and smooth road, as com- — 
pared to rough roads such as those we ~ 
had 30 to 50 years ago. All of us — 
should help the system by observing 
the various rules and regulations, and 
we will be repaid. 

Our hats are off to all who work 
with and for the Department. 

Charles Holmes 
Gonzales 


e On our recent vacation we toured 
several of the Western states, using an 
airstream trailer as our home and 
stopping overnight in roadside parks. 

Naturally, we found the roadside 
parks in Texas in better conditions 
than those of the other states. The one 
near Fort Stockton, which included a 
comfort station, was superior to all of 
them. 

Would it be feasible, where ve is 
electricity available, to install some 
type of meter for a person to deposit 
a coin and get electricity; and where 
there is a comfort station, to be able 
to empty the waste from trailers? 

Mrs. C. A. Norman 
Houston 


e Just a brief note as I enjoy the 
fine rest area you have provided near 
Kyle. The scripture says to give credit 
where credit is due and in so doing I 
would like to commend ‘the caretaker, 
Mr. A. Nickel, to whom I spoke 
briefly. He is a very conscientious man 
who well represents the people of 
Texas. You and the state and the way- 
faring people who stop here are for- 
tunate to have his services. 

Ed Proffitt 
St. James, Missouri 


District Engineer Paul Coleman of Odessa 
wrote recently that District 6 had received the 
federal instructions on “Rodent Control,’ and 
that Right of Way Negotiator Tom Allmond had 
the first actual contact with the problem. AIl- 
mond prepared a report of the incident, which 
follows: 

2\ round 3 p.m. Saturday, August 16, I met 

EAwith Bob Faris, vice-president of Stockton- 
Comanche Gin Company, in his office approxi- 
mately six miles west of Fort Stockton. Mrs. 
Faris and another lady were also present. 

After exchanging greetings, the ladies retired 
to the inner office so Mr. Faris and I could pro- 
ceed with serious negotiations about purchase of 
the property and problems incidental to this 
purchase. 

About 20 minutes later our discussion was in- 
terrupted by bloodcurdling screams, giggling, 
and considerable commotion from the inner of- 
fice. Mr. Faris and I, both being of the “Old 
School,” immediately dashed from the front of- 
fice, ready to defend the ladies from whatever 
danger threatened. This was done without hesita- 
tion or regard for our own personal safety. 

We were hardly prepared for the sight which 
greeted our eyes: Mrs. Faris was standing in a 
chair and the other lady had taken refuge atop 
a large sofa. 

We learned the reason for all the commotion 
—A MOUSE! (Actually, a Mus Musculus. Re- 
ference: Control of Domestic Rats and Mice, U.S. 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, 
Public Health Service, Bureau of Disease Preven- 
tion and Environmental Control.) 

Then, and only then, did Mr. Faris and I 
notice that in addition to Mrs. Faris in the chair, 


there was also a rifle (approximate caliber, 30-30) 
with which Mrs. Faris was indicating and point- 
ing to various places in the office where this 
creature had recently lurked. 

Without a discussion between Mr. Faris and 
myself, we both made a rapid exit—in a manner 
not becoming to a vice-president of a corpora- 
tion or a representative of the Great State of 
Texas. We returned only when the commotion 
had subsided; namely, when Mr. Faris said, 
“That’s all the shells!” 

The state is indeed fortunate that Stockton- 
Comanche Gin Company decided to retain this 
improvement, as it would probably be necessary 
to have it reappraised since there was definitely 
a change in value. 

The obvious danger inherent in domestic 
rodents seems to grow in magnitude after this 
episode. In accordance with your memo of No- 
vember 5, 1968, I did not fire on the Mus 
Musculus (I was out of range anyway), but I 
am sure you can understand my concern over 
this new danger in dealing with rodent control. 
Our serious negotiations were interrupted, the 
executive vice-president of Stockton-Comanche 
Gin Company lost respect in the eyes of his wife, 
and the State of Texas was in danger of losing 
one of its most loyal and dedicated employees. 


TOM ALLMOND ... 
. and culprit 


